B Search and Rescue
Concluding a five-day, 12-publisher auc-
tion, Little, Brown’s Reagan Arthur has
acquired North American rights to Kate
Braestrup’s Finding the Bady from agent
Sally Wofford-Girand. After the unex-
pected death of her husband, a state
trooper, Braestrup took up his dream of
s v114. becoming a minister,
and this book recounts
her experiences serving
as the chaplain on
search-and-rescue mis-
sions for the Maine State
Warden Service. Along
the way, she will address
questions large and
small about God, grief and grace.
Braestrup, who has four children, is affil-
iated with the First Universalist Church
in Rockland, Maine, and is the author of
a novel, Ondon. Little, Brown will publish
in 2007.

E Turner’s Lead

Actress Kathleen Turner will write her
autobiography, titled Take the Lead, Lady!,
which Springboard’s Karen Murgolo
has acquired in a world rights deal, at auc-
tion from lawyer and literary agent Karen
Gantz Zahler (who recently handled Alec
Baldwin’s book deal), Turner will discuss
her path to stardom, revealing many pri-
vate struggles and triumphs for the first
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time, and tell how her atypical career and
her activism have helped her to persevere
in the face of health and family issues. The
book will be written in collaboration with
Gloria Peldt, the author of two previous
books and the former president of Planned
Parenthood Federation of America.
Springboard plans a fall 2007 publication.

£ Litclefield’s Americana
Design and lifestyle guru Bruce Little-
field has just inked a three-book deal with
Marta Schooler and Joe Tessitore at
Collins for a series cur-
rently titled American
Fun, which will cap-
ture objects, places and
events that are pecu-
liarly American, from
lawn ornaments to
birthday parties. Bach Littlefield
book’s format will

incorporate photographs. Littlefield is the
author of A#rsiream Living (Collins) and the
owner of two successful upstate New York
restaurants as well as a disco-themed laun-
dromat. Zachary Shuster Harmsworth's
Todd Shuster sold world rights, and
Collins will release the first book in 2007,

B Real Estate and Cars

Houghton’s Amanda Cook has pre-
empted North American rights to archi-
tectural historian Mitchell Schwarzer’s

Home Egononzics, which will provide his-
torical, architectural, psychological, soci-
ological and economic context to Amer-
ica’s obsession with real estate; Diane
Bartoli at Arcists Literary Group made
the sale, and Houghton Jooks to publish
in 2008. Susan Canavan has acquired
North American rights to A.J. Baime’s
A Race to the Death: Henry Ford 11, Enzo Fer-
vari and ‘Their Perilons Quest for Speed and
Glory, the story of the Ford Motor Com-
pany’s unprecedented victory over Enzo
Ferrari at the Le Mans race in 1966; agent
Scott Waxman made the sale.

i Two More for Ansay

Manette Ansay, whose novel Vinegar
Hil{ was a bestselling Oprah book club
selection, has sold two new novels to
Claire Wachtel at Morrow (who is about
to publish an Ansay novel, Blue Water,
this May [PW, Mar. 27]) via Gelfman
Schneider’s Deborah Schneider. The
first, The Confessions of Joseph Fremantle,
is a historical novel based on the true
story of a woman in the 1830s who went
to sea as a man. The second, My Father's
House, is about the love triangle of Clara
Schumann, Robert Schumann and
Johannes Brahms; both these books mark
a departure from the Midwestern land-
scapes and rural concerns that have char-
acterized her previous novels. This was a
North American rights deal.
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"cg N Terry McMillan’s
,.U (\Il first nonfiction
G e effore, It's OK if
(@] You're Clueless:
'-Q_.‘J = And 23 More Tips
= ’5-4 for Life After High
U < Scheol (Viking),

starced as a speech
at her son’s com-
mencement.
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Now in paperback:
Carl Lennertz’s
Cursed with a Happy
Childhood (Three
Rivers). PW called
this Book Sense
pick “a charming
meditation on the
imperfect art of rais-
ing children.”
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Shaw’s porﬁ-again
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British gay porn star
and novelist (Brutal,
Wasted) Aiden
Shaw releases his
memoir, My Unds-
ing (Carroll & Graf).
Trivia: Sex and the
City borrowed

his name for

Carrie’s boyfriend.
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Harper Lee turns
80. One of the
bestselling novels of
all time, her
Pulitzer Prize—win-
ning 1960 Ts Kill &
Mockingbird
(HarperCollins)
still moves 750,000
copies annually.



